Integrating Reproductive Health Services Into Opioid Treatment Facilities: A Missed Opportunity to Prevent Opioid-exposed Pregnancies and Improve the Health of Women Who Use Drugs.
: Opioid treatment programs (OTPs) are federally mandated to provide certain medical services to patients, and are often the only place where people with substance use disorders (SUD) obtain medical care. Just as medication for addiction treatment (MAT) should be part of comprehensive addiction care, so should reproductive health care be a part of comprehensive medical care. The most significant barrier that must be overcome is that the majority of OTPs believe that it is outside their scope of service to provide reproductive health services. Reproductive health care is basic medical care. It is imperative for the long-term health of women with SUD, their children and the community that they receive this care. OTPs can and should do better for their female clients.